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Karen Sarll

oving abroad, running your

own business and working

in the held of crafts are

all risky endeavours so
whart rype person would ake on all three
at onee?

Can you tell us about your
background?

T was born in North Yorkshire bu
moved to London .;!r_:l,:il about 4 and until
¥ years ago had worked in London all
my life,

| know your life has taken quite a
different turn now, involving a hig
move to France. How did that come
about?

My partner Tim and 1 ser ott tor France
about 3 years ago with our two cats and
the dream of sctting up jevwellery making
holidays. We had the idea of workshops
that would give people a chance 1o ry
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If you ever doubted that beads could be an
international language, then read on to learn
more about Karen Sarll, a UK beader who
made a big move to take beads to France.

lots of different tvpes of jewellery making
i beautiful, peaceful surroundings:
When we stumbled on the Aveyron we
knew we had found the right plage: very
undeveloped, quiet, and with hills that go
on forever. We found a ruined 300 year
old corps de ferme Gsmall farm complex)
with metre-thick walls and a courtyard,
overlooking a beaunful valley, We set to
work renovating it to provide
accommodation und workshops., I has
been very Bard work carrying out all the
renovations ourselves and we are still
u'url:ing on the ul;;e‘.un']mqnls[it‘.ul bt are
running Christmas (2008) and New Year
jewellery making breaks using g small
tamily run hotel, We are starting a
number-of week long and shorter
workshops in 2009 including our
‘Introduction to jewellery making”, "Tiara
& wedding jewellery’ and 'Chainmail
:iﬂ_"l,ir{'“ﬁ_"r}" Tn:li;il‘lf[' II||";:"II'."' Fid g h{'l!’h "'\r'l_'r_lr'
excited about the workshops as the only

thing more zaristying than making a living
doing something you enjoy is being able
o pass on thar pleasure on 1o others,

How are you earning a living before
the workshops take off?

TTI. ||'|‘: Imean reemee e hl:l'\.'i.: 1] 'L'-'ﬁEJF\-EEL"
selling srerling silver charms and findings,
L'.ilh'. ronls and orher it'x'l.‘t'l!;:! W I‘:‘li!]{[m.'.
products. Tt has been slow getting starved
but we now have many return customers,
'-.'q.rl"li['l'l I-S &0 l'll"ll'lli'lr[‘:lllt.

How did you get into beading and
jewellery making yourself?

[ had always bought beads and ceally just
strung them, Many years ago [ did an
evening class in silversmithing and was
hooked. But then it seemed impossible 10
continue at home owing to the amount of
equipment you need, and it was so much
harder to find that equipment, so this was
shelved for a number of years and 1
continuwed very basic beading. One day |
read about brick stitch and found it
fascinating, but I just couldn’t get it 1o
SCE rk 'il WS ||.‘iir1g ';'h Ly il._rl..,"!-l”li“' hL‘I:d
beads); then 1 bought a brick stirch
l,‘i|r'|'i|:|'!-_!| ]'Cit Ill'l.H!| HIAl :H.J'-'E.']'r I.“:H.I i|
contained Miyuki Delicas. Suddenly

everything fell into place, it was so
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satisfving and 1 was hooked = brick stirch
is still my favourite stitch.

[ am g huge buyer of jewellery making
and beading books but 1 found Carol
Wilcox Wells' book "The At & Elepance
of Beadweaving” so helpful when T was
learning new stivches; and my latest
purchase, ‘Creating Crystal Jewelry with
Swarovski' by Laura McCabe, finally
|‘_-L-5_'::|-_-.l me Conguer cabochon and rivoli

|1i!IL!“E:Ii-.'_.

Have you taken any other courses?

[ have taken a number of courses:
dichroic glass fusing, an instructor’s
course in PMOC, an enamelling workshop,
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a week's tiars making course and of
course beading classes. 1 loved them all
and each tausht me ar least one thing that
Was i r"".";_':liﬁji'l.'l_ r11i|||1' I|:|l.' EAMCE COLUrse
worthwhile and would otherwise have
taken me forever to learn, Some examples

are balling wire to make my own

lisinis
Jjimis,

borax, making my own catches and

hiy Lsing |iq|'.:'i:| Mix rather than
earwires, and many more. One of the
most important benefits § have gained
from taking classes is talking to other

Iver bracelet wih slver clry fowes). Above right; Gurdrog

students and sharing experiences.

Are there any pieces you've made
that you're most proud of or that are
‘uniquely you'?

My Latin rings; especially the barrelled
one. Each one has a different Larin
'I_'IE'ITiiSI.:: jl}t'lilcll:lg T am not lost" in Latin
{for men who won't S0P for directions),
Some pieces 1 am proud of because of
the journey it ook o be able 1o create
them, the learning processes that vou
have to o through, [ still have the firsy
wire ring | made because it was the frst
time T eoldered anything and that opene
a whole new world to me,

What inspires your designs?

Some ome ago Tim !]Hl.l{.'ll'll: me a bangle
with o simple beaten square dangle and it
has lived on Iy wotkrable ever since as
my Inspiration for my silver work, It was
everything 1 wanted ro achieve: so simple,
perfectly made and very touchable.

[ love creating jewellery based on
hearts (a recurring theme with many
designers!. | find myself returning o
them again and again, bur my favourite

sharm bracelet ihandmade stering silver beacelat with-Qlass Deads)

piece is'the simplest, my Full Moon
pendant, which also appears on our
loge, Tr feels wonderful and goes with
everything.

My biggest aim when designing is
creating something that is beautiful but
also wenrable; it should be comfortable
and not make vou feel az though it will
break af yvou touch it, I think jewellery
should look more and more organic as
it is touched over time, worn by wearing
so o speak,

| know you plan on setting up the
workshops; have you done any
teaching previously?

I spent the kst five VEATS before 11'-.n'ir|.t.',
the UK reaching specialised software,
i_'l'l_l_'i'[{" ('l|'-EI:‘|'I (48] ;*l'-!'lj'lil.‘ '.'.'l:':!' ".'.".II'I|C':=. [ |.'!L'
elsewhere (certainly good practice for
parence) and have casunlly tughi
beading and silversmithing to [riends and
bolidayemaleers. T ger a hupe pleasure in
:ih'.l.'l'il'l_H 1]|L‘ IMmeEnt '-.'|'|'I'i.‘.'il ‘1l.?|'llﬂ'|J'|.]I!",'.."
clicks and h]1l.l'-'.'i|‘|_'_: someone that it isn't
hard and yes, they can do it, and when

I

they rush back and show you something

4
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they have made all by themselves, then

you know you are responsible for another

beading or jewellery making addict,

Can you describe for us where you
do all your work?

At the moment T work at my desk in our
bedroom. From my bedroom window

I lack down into a wooded valley and if
1 stand up T see the piles of stones thar
will hecome my workshop by next vear
and T can't wait, We'll have a room
overlooking the valley for glass fusing,

i '-.\"HI'I".H'!1L'I|'I for silver and a large work
room tor beading.

Have you ever collaborated with
anyone else?

My partner Tim worked as a designer

in England for thirty years and for the
past five has become fasainated with
iewellery making, 1 taught him the hasics
of silversmithing and T find him a great
inspiration in creating onginal designs,

Do you have any particular beading-
related goals?

Ohar jewellery making holidays are goal
number 1 and ke up 20% of our time
but in addition to this [ would like to

spart [ll".:lLII.IL'iI‘.lﬁ OUr awn |._'|!:I.1'I;1 UIIH.J
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finding designs. T love the prehistoric
Venus figures that have been found

all over Burepe and want to include
some of my own Venoses in our range.

I would like to produce more kits as

[ am a geeat fan of kits myself and 1 love
buying them (they are like a lirtle present
to yourself), L am experimenting with
copper at the moment; with the price

sieding sitvar wires)

Above |eit Rock Crysial & S
ADove right: Aose quartz Dre andmade stering

i i bracelet wih lots of rose quartz beads: and
gltver clay charms)

of silver shooting through the roof it is
mice 10 be able o work with a material
and not worry about the cost. I've been
playing with copper and Swarcvski
[ouble AB crystals and they lock
surprisingly good together,

What do you think have been the
biggest challenges you've had to
face and what have been your
higgest accomplishments?

My biggest challenge at the moment is
lcarning French. Biggest accomplishiment:
I"dih'i[]:_:'\I '[]'I_l] ".1..””;'\. ih'.'ll.l rl.'['lliH.':II'.i-'_ [I'H:! !li'":'l- |.'||.
our house ourselves, We are well used to
hearing 'Bonne courage’ and ‘Beaucoup
de travaille’ (lots of work), and so it s,

butar s worth i

Can you let us know more about the
beading world in France?
Coming from London to France was a
bit of a culture shock. Bead shops are
few und far apart (our closest is Toulouse
3 hours away) which s why we are
gradually becoming a little bead shop
ourselves, Thank goodness for the
internet, A while ago here, there were
lots of beading magazines [ull of stringing
and Swarovsks h'.]l!-_:. rim_.*s. but even these
seem to have all dissppeared and been
replaced by serapboolang. There are
cerrainty dedicated beaders in France but
I think it must be so much harder for
them as most books are in English.
Beadweaving seems 1o be almost
unknewn (1 have only seen Delicas once
since [ have been in France) but thanks
to the magazines {in English) and the
farums, beading certainly has its

+ SEEmore
i Tosee mare of Karen's work, please
: yisit her website ww.lavidalerie.com
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